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And like wiſe, for the Recovery of His Royal Highneſs 


P tinted by John White, for Francis Hildyard, ſoaks | 
ſeller at the Signe of the Bible in Stont= _ | 


Thankſgiving day? 

wi | 

For the ſignal Succeſſes ouchſafed to Her Majeſtics | 
Forces by Sea and Land: Ulnder the Command of the 
Earl of Marlborough in the Low-Conntries; And James | 


| Duke of Ormond General, and Sr. George Rook Admi- 
thoſe of Her Allies, Engaged in 
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EDWARD HUTCHINSONE( 
of Whickham Abbey. 


3 * "M0 
Was unmilling to make this Sermon public; but where 
Jour Commands, and favourable thoughts of it had 
over-rul'd me, Ireſolv'd to improve the occaſion, to let the 
World know my,Engagements to you, and your Zeal for the 
intereſt, and Loyal principles. of the Church of England; A 
Zeal, which you derive, by long ſucc e ſſiue ln beritance, from 
your Father's Houſe, and from the antient and Eononrable 
Family of the MUSGRAVES; from whone you are deſcended, 
by your Mother, the only Daughter of the brave Sr. PulL1p 
Mu$SGRAVE 3 whoſe ige, in the cauſe of Our Royal 
Martyr, were & great, at his known Services 3 but, whatever I 
think, I know you will permit me to ſay nothing in the uſual 


Strain of Dedications, and therefore I ſhall only beg leave, 
te ſubſcribe my ſclf — 1. 5 beg le 


Sit, p 
Your moſt Obliged 
. N. 
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Plal m. I 1 8. 8 5 9. ? - .O 
Ir is better to truſt i in the Lord, than fo * 
Lonſſdence in Man. 5 


I is better to tuft i in the Lard, than to put 
4 - - confidence i in Princes. 


the World, and interpoſes in all the affairs of 
1 1 it; Let this principle has not thoſe Pious and 
1 general effects that might be expected; how often 
4 do we promiſe our ſelves ſucceſs from haman means and 
viſible preparations? Without faking a Divine provi- 
gence into the account, or without attributeing ſo much 
to it, as to gur on prudence, addreſs or experience. 
Io humble this Pride and ſelf ſufficiency in Man, God 
4 gave that caution to the Jewe; Beware that thou forget - 
4 not the Lord thy God, &c. Leaf when thou haſt eaten and 
Y art full, and beſt built goodly Houſes and dwelt therein, and 
1 2 5 thy Heard and $ Flocks multiply, and thy — and 
= Golds 5 d, and 1 that t hon _— ir multiply d, 1 
thine heart be lified up, ang thou forget the Lord thy God, 8c. 


= T. O is radily acknowledg'd that God governs 


2 And thou ſay in thine heart, My power, and the wight of mine 
hand hath gotten me this wealth, Dut. 8: c. 11, 12, 13,14, 
17. By which is intimated to us that when all things go 
gan on with us, and ſucceed to our deſiets; when 

os Fae | we 


vo Thännigtvoing Hermon. 
we ow in Wealth and Plenty, and our Eyes are fill d with 6 
the vifible fptendor, and advantages of our condition, we 1 
are apt to bear our ſelves high upon it, and to leave out 
the principle cauſe, to which we owt all we have, and the 
capacity we are in of haying it continued to us. 

. Yet, tho we are conſcious to our ſelves of thoſe many 
frailtys and eſcapes, which are ſufficient (if we duly re- 
flect upon them) to take down the wiſeſt, and beſt of us: 4 
May we not more ſafely repoſe our truſt and affurance- in bY 
the known abilitjes of other Men? Eſpecially of Men in ö 
Power, and Authority, who have ſignaliz d themfel ves 
to the World, by their great and Hluſtrious Actions, and 
throughly eſtabliſh d the reputation of their Courage, their 
Conduct, and Fidelity; of Men who Command numerous 
Armies and powerful Fleets, and are attended with ſucoeſi 

in all their deſignes, and undertaki Holy David was 
aware, how rmch we ate inſſuenc d both by a ſence of 
gratitude and common ingenuity in favour of ſuch Perſons 
and therefore takes on to turn our thoughts upon 
that Superiour inv:fible | who has all the Hearts of 
Men, and Spring of A&ion in his hand. Ii better to truſt 
in the Lord, than to put Confidence is Mm. * 
But Princes, who arc inveſted with the Supream autho- 
rity, who are diſtinguiſtid in Scripture by the Name and 
_ Title of Gods, and are more inmediatly poſſeſſed of the 
Viable meanes and inſtruments of { : May we not 
wich greater confidence rely on their econdit, for a proſ-· 
petous and happy event of things, eſpecially when they 
come recommended to us, by al thoſe qualifications, 
. which are propperto attract the love and of their 
j lubjects, and to render them confiderable abroad; when 
| they make the fame uſe of their power, with him that 
| gave it, and live up to their character by doing great, 


and 
j! | ; n 


A Thankſgiving Sermon. F. 
and good and Godlike actions, by reſiſting the Proud, and 
aflerting the natural Rights, and Libertycs of Mankind 
againſt bold, and Arbetrary Invalions; iu a word, when 
they have no ſeperate intereſt from their People nor no 
A er ambition, than to make them happy; may we not, 
L ſay, expect a lorious currant of ſucceſs under the admi- 
niſtration of ſuch Princes, we haue then indeed the beſt 
ground for our expectatiom; but yet we muſt intirely 
bmit them to the wiſdom, and will of Heaven. Among 
the Gods there is none like unto thee Ob Lord, neit ber ara 
here any works like urto thy works, all Nations whow thou 
bali made 5 come aud Worſhip before thee, and ſhall glo- 
thy thou art great, and does wonderon: works, 
f 250 x. God alone. Tho God is pleas'd to dignifie Prin- 
E ces more peculiarly with his own Name, as Fig by « 
I more ample and diffus d authority, yet we are to look up- 
on them only as Inſtruments in his hands, which he can 
direct or reſtraine, or turn as he pleaſes. He is God alone 
J. e. As the Name of God imports an Original, and unli- 
9 er of action. 
at tlie confidence, which holy Dauid here tacitiy 
. 1 us againſt, is to be und in ition to the 
over xuleing providence Soveraiguty of God; hen we flat- 
ter our ſelues with thoſe —— from ſeculat Princes 
which are due only to the power, they repreſent. 

And never perhaps was this caution more ſeaſonable. 
than at this time, to moderate the Expreſlions of our 
jove, and gratitude to = eateſt Princeſs upon earth; 

— all the pc joyful effefts of her admini- 
3 ſtration at home, and the g Lab ſucceſs of her Arms a- 
=o. . broad let us aſcribe to God, the honour due unto his 
5 name, let us remember, that 'tis he who directs her counſels 0 
and fights her Barrels we oven not to be (0 fat tranſported 
| with 


8 A Thankſgiving Sermon. 

with the honour ofa Campaign, and a Naval Expedition, 
Which will give Exgland a new figure 1 in forregin, and [11-, 
ture Hiſtory, as to forgR the advice of the Royal Prophet in 

my Text, who himſclt wanted no perſonal qualifications,or- 
external adyantages to e character, nay who poli- 

sd them both in a very and uncomman degree, yet 
thought fit to remind Gi, and us, That it is better re 
ain * Lord, than to put confidence in Princes.. 
In diſcourſing Wen the words, I ſhall obſerve his me 


Firſt] ſhall explain G wherein the religions craft * 
recomended does conſiſt. 1 
. ty. I ſhall uſe ſome motives, wy arguments to efiforce 
it, and under both theſe heads ſhall have an cyeto the pre. 
ſent oecaſion. 

And firſt, the religious truſt here 1 im plys a 
humble belief that all things, by God's bleſsing, will Suc- 
<eecd well with us, in the uſe of human and lawful means 
anda · due regard to the laws of religion in general: This 
definition I think, takes in all thoſe rticulars, which are 
2 iſite to give us a right notion oFthe the duty of my Text, 
GC peak ſcyerally to them 
, this duty i 15 a humble belicf that all things,by 
60 elne, will ſucced well with us, by which I do not 
mean, that every thing ſhould exactly e to our de- 
tres, or the probability of ſetond cauſes, but that upon tho 
vhole matter Cod will appear for us, and intereſt himſelt 
in our favour : we (ce but a little way upon tlie chain of 
Providence, our prſpect is bounded by che firſt accident, 
| which may be ſuppoſed to intervene, but God has at once 
i na perfect knoledge of all poſlible contingencies of the in- 
1 tire connection and 4. conſequences of things and 
1 npon this vicw, he often etects the ends of his — — 


| | by 


A Lhankſgiving Sermon. 9 
by ſuch ways and means as are not to be examin'd by our 
narrow conceptions of things, and the meaſures of human 
-prudence; tis in this ſence, thoſe words of the Apoſtle are 
to be explained, rhe fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than View, and 
the weakneſs of God is ſtronger than Mex. 1 Cor. 1: 25.2. C. 
Thoſe methods of Divine Providence which appear tous 
Strange and unaccountable according to the judgment we 
form of the general courſo, and tendency ot things, are yer 
much better contriv d in order to attain their, ond than alt 
the wit, or policy of Man could have thought of. 


For after all our care and ptecaution, a great part of 
the. good or evil, which befalls us in this World, is 
owing to what we call Caſual hits, and unſcen accidents; 
this Solomon long ſince obſervd, and his .obfervation 
is confirm'd by the experience of all Mankind, that the 
Race is not to the Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong, nor 
yet Bread to the Wiſe, nor yet Riches to Men of underſtand. 
ing, nor yet Favor, to Men of Skill, what is ſo likely 
to overcome in a Race, as Swifineſs, or in a Battle as 
Strength who are in à readier way to Wealth,” than 
Men of Reach, and Diſpatch in buſmeſs, or to prefer- 
nent, than perſons of an artful and inſimuateing addreſs 2 
and yet nothing is more evident, than chat things do 
not always fall out in theſe reſpects, according to the 
moſt -propper and, probable cauſes, But time and chance 
happen to all; that is there are now and then ſome 
certain ſeaſons and favourable junctures which dre 
more Inſtrumental to the ſucceſs of our deſigns, than all 
Human, and Viſible means of Effecting them. 


Sceing thetefore what we call accidental Events, fall * 
ealy within the compaſs by the Divine -foreknowledge: 


and 
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and that the fortune, 1 do not ſay of private Perſons 


ol Familys, but of whole Fleets, and Armys, and Em- 


pires, does ſometimes turn upon them; the wileſt method 
we can take in order to a happy event of our affairs, 
is intirely to repoſe our truſt, and Confidence in the wiſ- 
dom of God; and even, if things for a time go croſs 
to our hopes, and r not to give our ſelves 
up to Impatience, a Criminal diſtruſt to hope well, 
that ſome good providence is ſtill making towards us, 
2 by ſuch ways as we eannot perhaps; at preſent account 
r 


There is ſomething, to this purpoſe, worth our obſerva- 
tic tt, on the occaſion of our meeting here, no doubt the late 
deſign againſt Cadiz was form'd upon the niceſt meaſures 
of human Wiſdom, and Policy, and we wanted not thofe 
ptobabilitys of ſucceſs, tliat we began to talk of it, with an 
air of Aſſurance, butGod was pleat d to blaſt and defeat our 
hopes of that Expedition ; and yet the fame Fleet, and Army 
that were employ d in it, had not niany days after,a favour- 
able and unexpected opportunity, of obtaining one of the 
moſt glorious, and compleat Victorys which Hiſtory re- 


<ords: A Victory which probably wil redound more to our 


advantage, and the loſs and diſgrace of the common Enemy 


than if we had ſucceded in our firſt enterpriſe. 


Thus is Cod Almighty pleas'd to abate our pride; and e- 
ſtabliſh in our minds a tnote a full Sente of his providence, 
to bring to nought out beſt formd Schemes and deſigns and 
to intereſt himſelf for us in a ſurprizing, and notorius nun- 


- ner. ho knoweth not in all theſe the hand of the Lord hath. 


wrought this ; in who/e hand is the Soul of every thing, and the 
breut h of al trankind 4 with him 5: Wiſdom and Strength , he 
hats dunn ſel, m Onderflinsing, he penreth contempt pan 


Prin- 


A Thankſgiving Sermon. IJ 


Princes, and Weakneth the Srength of the Mighty, he diſcover» 

things out of darkneſs, aud bringeth ta 2 light the ſha» 
4 dep hay He i inereaje eaſeth the nations, and diſtroyeth them 5 
9 argeth the Nations, and ftreightweth themagain, Job.1 2. 
9% 10. 18. 21: 22. 23 


| | If then we cannot always ſolve the difficultys which 
ariſe, from the methods of Divine providence towards 
us, or our Enemies; Yet let this he the conſtant ſup- 
port of our truſts, and de _—_— on God, that he has 
wile, and good reaſons unknown to us for what he 
does; 201 that they would appear to us ſo too, had we 
25 full and Comprehenſive a knowledge of all accidents, ö 
and events as he himſelf,, Tho his paths are in the waters, 
and his Judgments as the great deep, yet we are aſſured, * 
hteouſneſs b landeth fe faſt, as the ftrang Mountains, But, 
45 In order to a wel grounded truſt in God, humane 
en be” endeavours muſt not be wanting, in the or- 
dinary courſe of things, God does not interpoſe by an 
immediate Miraculous power; and therefore 12 — to 
make uſe of all thoſe op bert he has 
hands, promoting the Publick happineſs, a — 
in caſes indeed 7 cxtremity, when all human, and ordina? 
4 pports fail, God has been pleas d in àa more remark- 
le wanner to make bare his Arm in favour of 3 Nation, 
or People, particularly in all the Wars of Irael with the 
Cannanites, he ſo viſibly went forth with their Armies, 
that they could not but be ſenſible, jt was not their own 
E but his right Hand that got them the 
Victory, and 15755 them poſſeſſion of that pleaſant Land. 
The hopes of this ſpecial Providence, and protection of 
Thani put Jonathan, 5 that brave and Heraick re- 
. I. Sam. 14. 6. aud le ur goe over mute the 


: 1 (Gerrifes 


ſuch extraordinary interpoſitio ns of his providence ;/ and 


12 A Thankſgivin g Sermon. © 

Garriſon of the Uncirenmeiſed, it may be that the Lord wil! 
work for us, for there ic no reſtraint to the Lord to ſave by 
many, or hy few. What a noble inſtance is hore of great- 


_ nels of Spirit, and of the power and efficacy of Faith, two 


ſingle Perſons form a deſigne of forceing a whole Camp, 
and ſuccecding in the attempt notwithſtanding the in- 
ſtiperable dificulties, and dangers, which in all appearance 
attended it. Innumerable Inſtances might be produc'd out 
of profane Writt, wherein God Almighty has turned the 
advantage of a Baitel, on the fide of very unequat pre- 
rations, and diſproportionate numbers; and that. eithe 
y ſtriking an #naccountable Terror into the hearts of 
the Enemy, or by ſome extraordinary accident upon the 
Death of a General, and even-fometimes by a ſudden, 
and unexpected change of the Seaſon, Matting the Wind, 
and Storme. to fulfill kis Word. 3 8 


This is an encouragement to thoſe, whoſe truſt in the 
Divine goodneſs is well ſupported, not to diſpond, tho 
their affairs ſoem to be at the loweſt ebb, and they have no 
vilible proſpect of deliverance ; for. tho God do make 
uſe of Natural cauſes to produce their propper, and pro- 
bable effects, Yet his power and providence are not con- 


find to his ordinary ways of acting in the World; he 


that made alt things, can either ſuſpend, or reſtrain their 
intivences ; or give greater force and efficacy to them, as 
he fees fit: But on the other hand, when he affords us 
the Inftruaments of our own ſecurity, and happineſs (as 
he has done particularly to this Nation in a more libe- 
ral- meaſure than perhaps to any other nnder Heaven,) 


be expects we ſhoud make u ſe of theſe advantages, ang! 


-not't:mpt hin by a lazy and preſumptuous relyance on 


to 


A Chankſgiving Sermon. 13 
to this end, no doubt, the example of the pious Nebe- 
mich, is Recorded Chap. 4- 9. Who at the ſame time 
he prayed to God, for Protection againſt his Enemies 
* diſpoſed the Fews under his Command in Military order, 
and neglected not the ordinary means of defence, and 
preſervation. | 

But 3/yin the uſe of human means, we muſt take care 
not to have recourſe to ſuch as are unlawful, we cannot ex- 
pet the providence of God ſhould give a bleſſing to thoſe 
counſels, and deſigns, which are in effect a tacit denyal of 
it, how can wereconcile it either with a common Senſe of 
5 Gy Prudenceto acknowledge thatall things come to 
paſs by the will of Heaven, and at the ſame time knowing: 


ly, and deliberatly to act in oppoſition to it. 


Let us hear how God himſelf Expreſſes his reſentments 
of ſuch indirect, and Siniſter methods, Iſaiah : 30: 1. 23. 
Wo ſays he, to the rebellious Children that take counſel, but 
not of me &c. that walk to go down to Figypt, and have not 
70 hed at my Month to ſtrengthen themſelves in the ſtrength of 

haroh, and to truſt in the Shadow of Mgypt, therefore ſhall 
the ſtrength of Pharoh be pour ſhame, and the truſt inthe ſhadow 
of Egypt your confuſion : God here threatens, (and it gene» 
rally proves ſo.) that thoſe impious counſels, wherein Men 
noe to find their account, ſhall turn to there own ruin and 
diſgrace , and bring upon them thoſe very evils, they 
endeavourd to prevent by them, when Job puts the 
queſtion to his Friends. Chap. 13: 7 will jou ſpea wickedly 
for God, and talk deceitfully for him, he toes it by way of 
3 more vehement affirmation, that we ought to abhor the 
thoughts of defending the Honour of Religion it ſelf, the 
greateſt and nobleſt and deareſt intereſt of all by wicked and 
_ wreligious means, much leſs may we doevil upon inferiour 

195 B 3 | motives 
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motives, or that any other good in the world beſides, may 
come 0 't. ern 1 & WC. p ; 4 Fg ares . 
No, we can neveer hope God will ſtand by us when 
wie go further, than he has commfſion d us; he has only 
Promiſſed to give a Blefſing to our counſels and endea- 
vours, when we regulate them by his laws, and here his 
promiſſes are very full, and particylar, traſt in the Lord," 
and do good, fo. ball thou dwelin the Land, Pſa}. 37. 9, 


\ The ſalvation of the righteous 1s of the Lord, he is their 
firengtb in time of trouble: and Pro. 16, 3 Conmut thy 
* Wor 


res unto the Lord, and thy thoughts ſhall be eſtabliſhed. 
ad again, Chap. 18. 10. The Name of the Lord js 4 
troug Teer, the Rig bieaus runeth into it, and is ſafe, The 
plain meaning of all which is, that we have no Ground 
to hope will interpoſe in our behalf, while the 
meaſures, vr goe upon, are not conformable to hiswill. 


So that I can never think thoſe words of our Saviour, 
Be ye wiſe uy Serpents, and harmleſs as Dorer; were de- 
Gend only for Sabjels, or ſuch Perſons, as are not in the 
ſecrets of their Soveraign, for tho they were ſpoken on 
a particular occaſion, to the ior of Our Lord, yet 
they ;ndifferently extend tO all i nctions of Chriſti ans, 
and eſpecially to thoſe in the higheſt Poſts of Truſt, and 
Honour, as they ſtand in need of a mote ſpecial provi- 
dence and Protection of Heaven: And as an honeſt, con- 
ſcientious practice i3 neceſſary to intitle them to it. 


While we do what is agreeable. to the Laws of Heaven, 
we are ſafe, and God will either give Tuccels to our de- 
figues (if we want no other qualification to recomen 

them to his favour ) or his wiſe Reaſons, tho he docs not 
think fit to let us into tliem, why they ſhould not wp 
, e > W | =ceet 


* 


5 
£ 
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cged ; but while we uſe any indirect meanes to prevent 
a danger, which we apprehend making towards us, we 
take the moſt ready. courle to bring it, with a venges 1c: 
npon us; God utually turns our Counſels, as e 44 
thoſe of Achitophel imo fooliſſreſo, and diſapoints our da- 
vices, ſo that we are not able to per forme, or if for a cur. 
ve bring our deſignes to bear, he uſually takes a time to 
3 in the courſe of his future providence. For 
here is no wiſdom nor underſtunding nor (ourcel again 
theLord. That command to the Kings of Iſrael upon 
their 2 to the * 5 2 1 to this 
u . t. 17. 18, 19. Aud it ſha when he fit- 
55 74 the Throne of his Kingdom, thay he ſhall — 
hint a Copy of this Law in 4 Book, &c. And he ſhall Read 
therein all the days of his Life, that he may ſerve the Lord 
his God, to keep all the Words of this Law, and theſe Sta- 
tate to do thari that he turn not a ſide from the Command- 
ment, to the Right-band nor ta the Left: (Upon any vitious 
motive, or pretence what ever) fo the end, he may pro- 
leng hit dayes in his Kingdom, and his Children in the midſt 
of Hrael. The meaning of which precept, and of the fpes 
cial] promiſs annex d to it, I take to be this, that the Laws 
of God are the beſt inſtrument of Civil Government ; 
and that Piety in the final iſſue, and event of things, wilt 
rove the trueſt Policy, and lay the moſt firm and dura- 
le Foundation of the Princes Grandeur and the Peoples 
roſperity. |. ale 
Va Tan kfb ſuch Religious Maxims as I have been 
Incultating, will not eaſily ( at leaſt, Univerſally) be ad- 
initted by Politicians: The only ſetled Principle of many 
of thoſe, who goe under that Name, is te have none at all, 
but to ſtrike in with every favourable juncture, to take 
their meaſutes from human Accidents, and * 
5 Wi 
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without trou af their Heads with enen nicetics, 
and diſtinctions of Religion: 


Not but that Princes ſtand need of all iniaginable pre- 
cautions, and Men of the greateſt dexterity, and penetra- 


tration, about them, but there is ſcope enough for Mi- 


niſters of State to diſtinguiſh themſel ves and diſcover their 
abilitys while they govern their Conduct by =o Law, 
of Heaven. 

_ Notwithſtanding this, if we look abroadi into theworld 
we (hall find that Religion is not always thought a State- 
vertue, and that the actions of thoſe, who have preſided 
at the Helm of Government, are not to be examin d nicely 
by the rules of morality ; but we ought not to forbear 
them on that account; for tho politicks are not the bu- 
fines of Church- men, yet I am ſure, Religion and Mora- 
lity are in the full compaſs of them and what I have ſaid 
hasbeen only in general to ſhow, that reafbns of State do 
not alter the nature of things, or diſtroy the ſetled, and 
natural diſtinction of right and wrong, but ought always 
to be under the — of the Law of God. 


Aud this is what Church · Men ought to and t to, and 
maintain aganſt all Men living; Eſpecially ju an age, 
where all moſt every man ſets up for a Politician, and all 
moſt every Politician,takes Matchiavel for his model;who 
ſhould appear for the cauſe of Religion and morality,when - 
they are 15 generally attack d. if thoſe of our Character and 
function do not? tis expected from us, that we ſhould ; 


_ will W no apology tor it. 


But — the main foundation of our Religious truſt, | 


ich all the foremention d qualtfications- of it ara 
25 
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Supported, is a due regard to the Laws of God, and Re- 
ligion in general: ITis a great ſelicity when thoſe, who 
are concern d in the publiek adminiſtration, act at once, up- 
on prudential, and pious motives and it may be ond to 
Her Majeſties honour, that the choice of perſons to ſerve 
her, has been agreable to the reſolutions ſhe has taken, and 


that ſne has a nice regard to the known Integrity, as well as 


Abilitys of thoſe, ſhe employs. | 


But after all, tis only the Righteouſneſs of a People con- 
ſidered as a Nation, that can give them a ſure, and firm An- 
chor of hope in the divine providence, and this will do itz 

for tho God Almighty is ſometimes pleaſ d to take occaſi- 
on, from the notorious fins, and impietys of a Prince, 
to puniſh a wicked People, yet when he ſpeaks of the ſet- 
led order and methods of his Providence, he directs him- 
ſelf to Publick Bodys and Communitys of men. Jer: 18 : 

», 8, 9, 10. At what inſtant, I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, 
and concerning a Kingdom, to pluk up, and to pull down, and 
to deſtroy it, if that Nation againſt whom I have pronoun d, 
turn from their evil, I will repent of the ewil, that I thought 
to do unto them; and at 3 7 inſtant I hall ſpeak concerning 4 
Nation, and concerning a Kingdom, to build and to plant it, 
if it do evil in my Sight, that it obey not my voice, then Iwill 
repent of the good, wherewith I ſaid I would benefit them. 

And this detlaration of God,after what manner he would 
deal with a religious, or wicked People, explains to us 
the nature, and import of the Prophet's Comiſſion, Chap: 
1: 10. I have this. day ſet thee over the Nations, and over the 
Kingdoms, to root out, and to pull Jown, and to deftroy and. 
to throw down, and to build, and to Plant, fiot as if he 
were delign'd to lead powerfull, and numerous armys, or 
to go upon any of theſe expeditions in bis own _— 

. ; ö tu 


— — w—_——— 
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en in time to his wiſe 


18 A Lhaukſgiving Sermon, 


but that he ſhould lay down ſuch excellent rules, and 
maxims, as a Nation by duly obſerving, ſhould raiſe it- 
ſelf to the higheſt pitch of grandeur and glory; and on 
the other hand, by not attending to, ſhould proportion- 
ably Sink, and depreſs it ſelf, but this was more eſpecial- 
in the Prophets charge, with reſpect to the Jews: Thus 
Chap: 6: 8. God calls upon them in particular, to heark- 
Counſels, and admonitions Be 

thou inſtructed Oh Jeruſalem, left my Soul depart from thee, 
2 I make thee a deſolate land not inhabited; in which words 
ere are theſs two things Obſervable ; firſt, that the Sins of 

a Nation in general are the propper and meritorious cauſe 
of Gods puniſhing it, 2/y that Religion is a ſure means to 
recommend us tothe care, and favour of Heaven, leſt my 
Soul depart from thee, implys, that if now at laſt, when 
things were brought to extremity they would attend to 
the Prophets Inſtructions, God would {till continue his 


* 


protection to them, and ſuſpend this threatned pun- 


Iſhment. 


I might make appear at large from the Jewiſh Hiſtory, 
thatGod inthe sof his puniſhinꝑ, or proſpering that 
le, had all along regard to their Sins, or repentance. 

Till after they had run on for many years, in a conitnu- 
ed circle of Sinning, and repenting, of Apoſtatizing to 
Idols, and Ss the purity of divine worſhip, and the 
patience of would no longer bear with them; he 
firſt delivered the ten tribes into the hands of the Aſſyri- 
ans, who carry d them away captive, and tis not kown 
to this day, what became of them; and Judah not being 
admoniſh'd by fuch a remarkable an example of the Di- 
vine venganice, on a Sinfull Nation, but afterwards re- 
volting, provok d God to inflict that ſeyerc threat, 2. 
. | | Kings 
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Kings 23. 27, Iwill remove Judah alſo, out of Sight, as 


I have choſen, and the houſe of which I ſaid, my Name fall 


I have done Vrael, and I will Ft of this City Feru alem, which 
be there z the ſpecial,” and diſti 


nguiſhing favours of Heaven 


towards that people jnſtead of protecting them from the 
Divine juſtice, are rather mention d as an aggravation of 


their crime, and their puniſhment , accordingly after their 
Succeding Kings, were either ſlain, or depoſ d, or taken 
Captive and as it is Expreſs d 2 Chr. 36. 16. God ſaw there 
was no remedy, or hopes of 1 e5- them, Jeruſalem 
ii again beſeig d, and delivered into the hands of Nebuchadne- 
zer. and King Zedechias after having his Eyes put out, is 
carry d in Chains unto Babylon, none of his people being 
ſuffer'd to remain behind him but the very dregs, and re- 
fuſe of them: And after their return from the Babyloniſh 
Captivity, when at laſt they had fil'd up the meaſure of 
their iniquity, by rejecting and Crucifying the Lord of 
Life; their City and Temple were finally deſtroyed by 
the Romans, and they were never able to form them- 
ſelves frota that time, into any regular government, tho 
they after attempted it, but have lived Scatter d up and 
down in all places where they could find protection, and 


are generally at this day the moſt hated, and deſpif'q 


People upon Earth. | 
Thus was the foretold prophecy fullfill'd in the moſt liter- 
al ſence, and remarkable manner upon them, and God 


made them « People deſolate, « land not inhabited. * 
: And the juſtice of Gdd's proceeding herein does not only 


appear from Divine Revelation, but ſeems to be founded. 


in the common ſenſe, and reaſon of mankind who have 
generally had a notion, when any publick calamity befell 
them; that they had * the anger of their W 
* ; 1 | y 


an. Gt. a — A. 
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by ſome notorious crimes; for which reaſon they had re- 
cqurſe to ſo many ways of Purgation, and attonement. 
and what I here obſerved concerning the general apprehen- 
ſiong of Men in this matter, is confirm'd by that commina- 
tion of God himſelf to the People of Judah Jer: 22, 8,9, - 
1 many nations ſboll paſs by this City, aud they ſhall ſay every 
1 man to his Neighbour, wherefore hath the Lord done this un- 
| 


| to this great City, and they ſhall. anſwer; becauſe: they have 
1 forſaken the covenant of the Lord their God, and worſhip'd. 
1 other Gods, aud ſerved them implying, that the juſtice of 


| if Divine Providence in this reſpect is viſible, obvious 
| to all mankind, and that the moſt barbarous people, 
TS when God inflidts his publick Judgments upon a nation 
are able to aſſign the reaſons of them. 8 5 


I with the preevailing ins, and impictys of this nation 
gave me no ground for theſe Reflections, it cannot be 
diſembled, that there is a general apoſtacy, and corrup- 
tion of manners among us: This is an inſufferable re- 
proach to us when we conſider our ſelves as Chriſtians, 
and particulatly as Chriftians reform'd, but to comfort 
us under theſe apprehenfiohs, never was Religion better 
Explained, or underſtood, never had we brighter ex- 
amples of a folid unaffe&ed piety, never had we a greater. 
number of truly religious perſons to ſtand in the gap, to 
turn away the divine indignation from us, tis to be 
hop'd,” that the authority, excemplary Zeal, and encour- 
agement of her Majeſty, for *promoting a general refor- 
mation, and her fix d reſolution go make vertuc, and 
merit the only recommendations to her favour, will in 
time produce this happy, and deſireable effect: There 
ems indeed a general concurrence of all forts, and dif- 
tinctions of Men to ſo good a work; and, oy God's 
HSI. C917 4 ee: . «4 2 — lelling 
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Heſſing their endeavours have not been hitherto with» 
out ſucceſs this opens to us a new and more joyfull prof 


peect of things, and gives us better grounds to hope that 
Gar niquitys tho God knows, too ſpreading and no- 
tofious,' yet are not ſtill ſuch as will ſeperate betwixt him 
and us, and then we are ſure nothing elle can. 


Haveing thus conſider d particularly and at large, where- 
in the nature of this duty of truſting in God, as it relates 
to us in our publick capacity, does conſiſt, I proceed ac- 
cording to my method propoſ d to offer ſome proper mo- 
tives, and arguments tòõ enforce it, and that | 

Firſt, becauſe there is nothing but God wherein we 
can place an intiretruſt, and confidence, this appears from 
what has been occaſionally ſaid already; but we can- 
not be too often rieminded of it; when we conſider, how 
forward we are after all, to rely on our own poli- 
ticks; and the power, and efficacy of Second Cauſes, the 
good State of our 'Fleets * and Armys, and publick ac 
counts, the conduct of our Generals, the integrity and 
abilitys of our Miniſters, the . number and import ance 
of our Allyances, are uſually the firſt things that come 
into conſideration, and we were never under a greater 
temptation to preſume of ſucceſs than now in all theſe 
reſpects; but yet if we leave God out of the account, 
they all Signify nothing; we are ſenſible that the wiſeſt 
of Men may deceive us, and be decei vd thetgſelves, 

and many times the greateſt power cannot help us, but 
God perfectly knows the propriety of Cauſes to produce 
future events, and can effectually apply them, all things 


fall within the compaſs of his Knowledge and Will, and 


of his alone. He 7s wiſe in heart, and mighty in ſtrength 
Job. 9. 4. He 6 whole ereation, and _ 
5 $5 "TY 3 | ol 
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_- of things, at one look, and hag all the powers of motion 
intirely at his beck; He comprehends, and does every 
1 thing :. We take our meaſures from what Suits with our 

q preſent intereſt, or convenjence at the beſt, from the moſt 
probable appearances of things; and upon this view, we 
earneſtly defire and purſue them; but they often draw a 
train of unhappy conſequences after them, which we did 
not foreſee; and cannot prevent, forelight, and pre- 
vention of remote contingencys are the prerogative of 
God, and therefore he alone ought to be the ſupreme 
Abject of our traſt, when we lean to our own under- 
ſtanding, or the Arm of Flefh, we Fall upon thoſe very 
things, we expect ſhould ſupport us, as tis our duty, fo 
tis Allo the ſafeſt way for us to take God into all our 
Deſigns and Conſultations, to refer the iſſue of them 
wholly. to bis wiſdom, and to confide in his Power 
alone for their ſucceſs. He dath according to bis will in 
the -Armys of Heaven; and among the inhabitants of the 
Earth, and none ay ftay bis hand or ſay unto him, what 

alt thou, WE} | | 


| 
4. 
1 Sr ene 9063 oe n * * KI 
1 1 oa A 24, Motive to this duty ſhall be taken from the na- 
| tre of it ; as it is the higheſt and nobleſt act of religious 
| Nee; the molt ſenſible acknowledgmeut of the eternal 
Power and Godhead. And for this reaſon, ſo many 
it; and, particular promiſſes, are every, where in Scripture 
1 annex dito it; and God has as Remarkable on all occaſiong 
1 made them good. Ps: 37: 40. Holy David aſcribes the 
delivetance of good Men to their truſt in God as it were 
to a meritorius cauſe, And the Lord ſhall help them, « nd. 
delivenithery, from the wicked, and ſhall ſave then: becauſe 
they 75 {ber gruſt in Him. and 2: Chr: 13: 18, this is 
aug daß che peęuliar reaſon of the Succeſs of ua 
2 | , 7 A aga 
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againſt Iſrael. Thur the Children / Iſrael were brought 
under at that fie, and the Children of Judah prevailed, 
berauſe they rely d on the Lord God of their Fathers, and 
indeed their is nothing lays a greater obligation upon 
ingenuous minds (or whereby they think themſclves 
more honour'd ) than the repoſing an intire truſt and 
confidence in them, all mankind are of this opinion 
and God when he condeſcends to perſonate 2 Father, or: 
Friend, he is pleaſed to accommodate himſelf to the na- 
tural Paſſions, and apprehenſions of men, ariſeing front 
theſe relations; ſo that upon this ſuppoſition, that God 
Goyerns the world, to place a generous, and ſtedfaſt de- 
pendance on him ſeems to be at once the moſt honorary, 
and engaging act of Religion: On the contrary, God ex- 
preſſes himſelf againſt thoſe, who entertain unworthy, 
and ſuſpicious thoughts of his Providence in ſuch terms, 
as ate uſ d to diſcover his higheſt indignation, and the 
moſt F dg Guile, Jer: 17 : 5. Thus ſ#'th the Lord, 
Carſed be the man who truſteth in man, and maketh Fleſh his 
arm, and whoſe heart departethfrom God, as if to repoſe our 
truſt in any thing but God, wete in effect to deny that 
he concerns himſelf whith what is done in the world, 
or that his concurrence is neceſſary in order to the ſuc⸗ 
eeſs of our deſigns. . 


1 ſhall but urge one Motive more to this duty and 
that is, from our preſent Circumſtances: We are now 
engag d in à war, for the Defence of the Common Li- 
bertys of Europe, againſt a very powerful Enemy; an 
Enemy, as great in his Character of a Politician, as a 
Prince, and if we do believe, that God does at all in- 
tereſt himſelf in the affairs of the World; we muſt lock 


upon thoſe, who * in 4 State of War as the 
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more ſpecial, and immediate objects of his Prayi- 

| 2 and there are two very plain, and obvious Reaſons 
or this. | 1 | | 


4 Firſt, that the. Bleſſings, or Evils of this life, which 

th are the principal things, the Providence of God is con- 

4 verſant, and employ d about, do more viſibly depend 
upon the $ucceſs and Event of war, than upon any thi 


| 
1 | Second, that War, being as it were a referring thoſe 
1 controverſys to the deciſion of Heaven, which cannot o- 
ther ways be determind among ſecular Princes, eſpeciall 
| when their ambition knows no Bounds, and they think 
| | themſelves no longer oblig'd by the, moſt ſolemen treatys 
1 than they can violate them with ſafety, and impunity, 
in theſe caſes I ſay, God for the vindication of his hon- 
our, and juſtice, ſeems more peculiarly ooncernd to take 
5 the matter into his hand, and to determin himſelf in 
fayour of the injurd, and jnſt Cauſe: Not that I think 
ſucceſs an a nt of a good , cauſe, we know it very 
often attends a bad one; but the reaſon of this is not 
to be imputed to the nature of the cauſe, but to other 
accidental conſiderations ; a good cauſe may want thoſe 
requiſite qualifications, wherewith it ought to be ſup- 
prted; and God may take occaſion from the {ins And 
4 unpietys of a nation to puniſh it by what methods ho 
1 eaſes, and he often makes one wicked nation the in- 
ument of his vengance upon another, without any 
| reſpect to the juſtice, or unlawfullreſs of the war of ei- 
| ther Side, this he plainly gi ves us to underſtand himſelf 
in that caution to the Jews: Deut: 9, 4, 5, 6, that they 
ſhould not attribute their ſucceſs; in the land of Cannax 
N | | ſo 
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their own righteouſneſs, but to the wickedneſs of them that 
dell e But — ſucceſs, conſiderd in it — a 
very bad argument of a good cauſe; yet àa good. cauſe is 
rnd\ſpenſibly requiſite D ground — hopes of ſuc- 
ceſs upon, our ſins and provocatious may render it un- 
ſucceſſfull, yet we cannot hope for the Bleſſing of God 
without it: In Short when ever it appears neceſſary, 
that we ſhould enter into a war, we ought in the firſt place 
to come to that pious Reſolution of our Royal Prophet, 
In the name of the Lord we will ſet up our banners. Ps. 20 

But then beſides the Juſtice of our cauſe, if we 

vould effectually recommend it to the favour and pro- 
tection of Heaven, we muſt take care not to offend God: 
by our wicked Lives; When the Hoſt goeth forth againſt 
the Enemy, then, that is, particulary at that time, 4cep 
/ ſelf from every wicked thing. Deut. 23. 9. Tis only à 
Righteous People can depend upon the ſucceſs of a Rig 

ted Cauſe, and they may depend upon it. 
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And yet what evet hopes there may be of a general Re- 


formation, as to the publick immoralitys, and profanefs-of 
the age, there is but little appearence of our teforming 
one wieked thing among us, which we have feaſon to 
fear is highly diſpleaſing to God, and that is out want 
of Union. Miſtake me not, I ſpeak not here of thoſe 
Civil. Factions, and Animoſities, which we have ſo often 


experience d the ill effects of, never had we leſs reaſen 


to lament. them, than under the Regin of Queen ANNE. 
tis her "peculiar Gloty, that we have now! ho State Diſ- 
tinctions among us, but {ſeem all to have one Intereſt, 


- and one heart, like her own, Jrtirely Engliſh; even thoſe 


whoſe yn 7 ry it is, tha they cannot conform tothe 
© preſent Eſta 


liſhment,- will own the difficultys they ate 
D under 


"Doin and deſign of Chriſti 
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under, to oppoſe their Principles to their inclinatioſt, 
but tis to be hop, their ſecret Wiſhes for the publick 
God, will in 1 them to conſider the unrea - 
ſonableneſs of theia private doubts, and their known 
| honour, and veneration for Her Majeſtyes Perſon makes 
way for the effectual removeal of their prejudices, a- 
gainſt her Title ; and can we be happier than ander fat 


a Govetnment —— thoſe that are unatimoſly 
1 and theſe n l Few that do not, 
_ be loock d upon as Encmys, 


| Ane 1 be eee 
inhap cmper of fomenting Partys, 
we — of what ill — theſe publick y 
and clalhings have been to us; tis not long ſince they 
ſet the nation IN but ſince we now 
underſtand our intereſt, and the Character of thoſe worthy 
Patriots better; who were ſo nototiouſſy, and majevol- 
ently tradue d; may theſe ſcandalous diſorders never be 
mentioned more, and I had not mention d them now. 
but to ſhow, how Imtirely Her May is poſſeſſd of the 
hearts of Her Subjecte; ho. Danes | She abend the 
Thione, but that Spirit of Enauty. and Diſcord, which 
-was gone out into the Nation, TM en 
to vaniſh; and the only Emulation among us 
Jy of us ſhould give Her Majeſty the greateſt Ae” 
er Loyalty, in our Publick Ad- 
aner 
But what I had bete 
tous Diviſions with Relpe& 


tincipal pally an eye taareous nume · 
to Religion; lo contray to the 
anity, Go irceconfileable (har 
ever men pretend) with a true ſenſe of Piety, and hear- 
ty Veſire ＋ peace, I know. it is ſaid, * be unity 


2 among 
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emong Chriſtians,accordin agto Goſpel Terms of it, without 
— or Worſhip; this in ſome reſpect is 
may be ( tho thiz ok common neither) an 
— — love, and charity among 2 of drffetegt 
Banz det but the difficuilty is not hereby remov d; 
uſe the Unity which the Goſpel ſo frequently recom- 
mends, docs not only import mutual Love, and Charity 
amongſt Chriſtians,but Communion of Faith, and worſhip 
he © grant oa agate Chr Lüge 
a ion t iſtian Religion, than 
| — themſelves; as it proceeds upon his {up- 
that the Goſpel Terms of communion, aud t 
Precepts of the Goſpel. are inconfiſtent, one with an- 
other, which is an objection I leave thoſe to anſwet, 


7 have 8 for it. 

own'd then, that our many and publick 
| divifons, wherever the faule lyes, are juſt, and provo- 
kemg cauſes of God's judgments upon us; 'tis not my 
buſineſs to enter into controverſy; and therefore I only 


exhibit a unde all thoſe —— in 2 
State of Schiſm, and wich they would impartial ly examm 


how far they are concern d in ſuch a 5 e, and then 
tis to be hop, an end would ut to our 
3 hmm ue din eters 3 
14 m k m in t ju 
Let us eſpecially, who are menibers of the Church of 
land, take care to conform our Pradtifes to the Rules, 
Conſtitutions of it, 


0 fectly united among 

our ſelves; I mention this, 1 oe Þ thee are ſome upon 

: ion among us, who are not of us. Who communi- 

- cate with as in order to * ualify themſelves for plaecs 
n 


of Truſt or Profit,and then Raile at the terms of our com- 
— when they 17 done, who take the Oaths of 


conformi ty 


5 = ” 


33 F'Thanitgibing/Sermon, 
conformity, out of Interęſt, and then pretend conſcience 
rage Conformng.. ONO OO POE) 
Now I dare appeal to the more ſober, and moderate 
Diſſenters themſelves, whether in their hearts they do 
not abhor, ſuch indirect, and ſcandalous practiſes, For 
Whoever ccnforms to our Church, upon any Such Mo- 
tive, muſt either in effect own himſelf an Atheiſt, or 
donfeſs that the Terms of Conformity are Lawful; and if 
they be Lawful then, I think as to thepointof Ex U. 
is a clear caſe that mutual peace; and Charity will be mac 
better preſerv d by. conforming to the Eſtabliſpd Church, 
than by ſeperateing from it: And I know nothing in the 
queſtion of expediences, which we ought to have a greater 
regard to than theſe dutys. But I ſay no more to a practiſs, 
Jo dichonourable to Religion; which our Governouri in 
. their gceat wiſdom, have taken into confideration; 
and may they efſectually prevent it for the future, per- 
. haps it were better, that] OO with us, were 
not made a condition to qualify Men for Civil Offices, 
than that they ſhould be ſuſfer d to proſtitute Religion, 


„After ſuch au infamous manner in Order to qualify 
e HEH Hh wot 
And now that I have mention d the Church of Eng- 
"and, I cannot but congratulate with you our happi- 
+ nels. in a, Queen, ſo Reſigiouſly in the intereſt of it, her 
.conſtancy to it was too well ſupported; to_be:Shaken 
in the worſt of tinies ; but ſince her happy Acceſſion tothe 
Crown, She has been pleaſd to give us publick aſſuran- 
es of that Zeal. for it, which her heart was allways 
e full of; and yet her Gracious Expreflions towards us arc 
_ ..;teniperd, with ſo much moderation, and tendeme(s for 
+her,People in general, that they cannot offend thoſe who 
diſlent from us and therefore we all ought to unite in 
8 N <Q [Yr we 
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Gur prayers for her, that God would ſend her a long and 
happy Reign, anſwerable to theſe auſpicious beginingsz * 
that He would give Succeſs to our Armys, and Security 
to our Trade, and Peace, and Plenty, and a good un- 
-derſtanding among ourſelves ; and to Crown all our de- 
fires, That he would bleſs Her Majeſty with an Heir, 
that may raiſe in us as great Expectations, as His late 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of Glouceſter, and live to an- 
ſwer then. in eee e e een 
Here T am ſenſible, I have excited a paſſion, unſuit- 
able to the Occaſion of the day ; but to allay our 
Sorrows for the death of that Illuſtrious Prince, let us 
among the numerous mercys we are met to comme- 
morate, offer up our joyful praiſes to Heaven, for the 
Recovery of his Father; we cannot forget, with what a 
Conſternation, we were ſeiz d, upon advice of the dan- 
ger His Royal Highneſs was in, twas the Firſt time 
the Subjects of Queen Anne diſcoverd their Fears, but 
withall gave them an P of ſhowing the great 
Senſe they had of his Noble and Heroic Qualifications, 
of his Prudent, and Obligeing Conduct, of his great 
Temper, and Moderation, which have render d. him 
the beſt yd Man in the World, and tlie Eitęſt Per- 
ſon ta be the Partner of Her Majeſty's Cares, and 
Counfels ; this ought to remove the only ſceming Oc- 
caſion of complaint, that he does not go forth with 
our Fleets, and Arniys Her Majeſty cannot think of his 
abſence, nor of thoſe dangers, his known Courage and 
Bravery might expoſe him to; and he willingly Sacri- 
tices the opportunitys of a Glory to her pleaſure. Long, 
may they live, to be Examples to Forreign Courte, 
and to all about them, of that inviolable conjugal 
Love and Affection, which we have but few — 
N On, 
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done England, and Her Allies, in one Campa 


all Prodamation of thoſe other Wotthies, who Com- 
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* Nn Charadter, or of the belt Dr. 


N jit to pay our acknow 
who arc - concern 

ent Adminiſtration of Affairs, which have ſucceeded 
ſo _— andeven beyond our Ex 

arly, thoſe who have deen Honoured 
s Commands abroad, Challenge t 
heſt returns of Our Gratitude, and Reſpe&. -The 
ublick Acknowlegments, that have been made, Our 
Captain General, the Earl of Marlborough, both by 
e Queen, —— her Parliament Declared how Senſible 
they were of the Numerable, and Signal Services nk 


the Unized Powers of the Two Aſpiting, a e A 


e Her Majeſty” (for the Encouragement of 
Merie J omitted to make Honorable mention in Her Roy- 


wanded Our Forces in that Brave and gallant Action be- 
* So much the Nations Honour, and their 


neralls, and in a Wiſe Faithful — Able Ministry; Long 


 anay/ſhe Live to receive the Congratulations of a Loy- 


A and, Loveing People, and Let us Truſt in the Lord 


| for u her own with chat we may have ſrequent oc 
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